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A broad spectrum of electronic conrinnerce applications is currently available on the Web, 
providing services in almost any area one can think of. As the number and variety of such 
applications grow, more business opportunities emerge for providing new services based 
on the integration and customization of existing applications. (Web shopping malls and 
support for comparative shopping are just a couple of examples.) Unfortunately, the 
diversity of applications in each specific domain and the.dispar ... 
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Distributed software component architectures provide a promising approach to the 
problem of building large scale, scientific Grid applications. Communication in these 
component architectures is based on Remote Method Invocation (RMI) protocols that 
allow one software component to invoice the functionality of another. Examples include 
Java remote method invocation (Java RMI) and the new Simple Object Access Protocol 
(SOAP). SOAP has the advantage that many programming languages and component 

Keywords: Distributed computing, software component systems, 
communicationprotocols, RMI,Java, SOAP 
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